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Another Planet has won Special Award of the 
International Jury of the 57th International 
Film Festival of Mannheim-Heidelberg.

International Jury:  Edgar Reitz, president (Germany), Alexander 
Bohr (Germany),Raisa Fomina (Russia), Martin Paul-Hus (Cana-
da), Jaana Puskala (Finland)

Special Award of the International Jury goes to Ferenc Moldoványi  
from Hungary  for the � lm  Másik Bolygó / Another Planet

“There are � lms which defy with persistence our willingness to 
forget quickly. “Another Planet” is such a � lm. It guides us, with-
out ever striking a false note, into the depressing world of child 
labour and prostitution, which we never experienced before on 
the screen with such directness and intimacy. 

We admire the director Ferenc Moldoványi for his courage and 
his perseverance - he worked for over � ve years to accomplish 
this touching and just as much disturbing masterpiece. With its 
artistic forms of expression and its deep spirituality it transcends 
the limitations of documentary � lm.  “        

31st Starz Denver Film Festival Juried Awards:

The festival’s documentary award, named after the great � lm-
maker brothers, Albert and David Maysles is presented each year 
to a outstanding documentary.  The jury this year was comprised 
of Los Angeles Film Festival senior programmer, Doug Jones, the 
Director of Programming for SILVERDOCS, Sky Sitney, and � lm-
maker Michael Jacobs.

“For its masterful � lmmaking and restrained approach to an ex-
traordinarily di�  cult subject, the year’s winner employs evoca-
tive images and sound to culminate in an emotional, cinematic 
experience that challenges and rewards its audience. The recipi-
ent of the 2008  Maysles Brothers Award for Best Documentary 
Film is Ferenc Moldovanyi’s Another Planet.”

57th International Film Festival 
Mannheim – Heidelberg:

“An extraordinary documentary � lm-essay, a shocking pano-
rama about the state of world in the � rst decade of the 21st 
century, � lmed between 2005 and 2007 in Africa, Latin-America 
and Southeast Asia. 

A � lm about children and their exploitation and enslavement 
through child labour, prostitution and their abuse as child sol-
diers. The little girl selling cigarettes and chewing gum in Ecua-
dor, the boy working as a shoe shiner, the child soldiers in the 
Congo, the boy and girl soaked in the rain toiling in a brickworks 
in Cambodia under degrading conditions, and those children 
rummaging on a rubbish dump to earn a dollar if they are lucky: 
the fate of all these children is an expression of a shameful real-
ity in the “International Year of Planet Earth”, declared for the 
year 2008 by the United Nations. 

Ferenc Moldoványi is not contentment with just portraying the 
misery of these people. The � ctional framework of his cinematic 
essay, provided by the suggestive music of the Hungarian com-
poser and experimental � lmmaker Tibor Szemző, along with the 
creation legend of the Tarahumara Indians which accompanies 
the start of the � lm, and which blesses a child in a fabulous 
natural landscape with the words “May your soul be strong and 
vigorous”, as he carries a wooden cross, transcend the image of 
squalor, of contemptuous exploitation and suppression and turn 
this into engagingly accusatory and global � lmic meditation on 
the state of planet earth today, in contrast to the cosmology of 
the Tarahumaras, who still understand how to live in harmony 
with nature.”

Pusan International. Film Festival 2008.:

“Shot on four continents and spoken in � ve languages, this 
docu-drama studies the problems facing Earth today. Looking 
at rampant ecological, political, and social unrest and injustice, 

Moldoványi’s two-year survey of where we are and where we 
seem to be going is an illuminating look at contemporary hu-
man experience.” 

CPH:DOX, Copenhagen International 
Documentary Film Festival:

“The visionary British author Aldous Huxley once suggested 
that this world is another planet’s hell. ‘Another Planet’ takes 
his word for it and weaves together seven stories from three 
di� erent parts of the world to create a sombre diagnosis of the 
planet’s near future. Child labourers, child soldiers and very 
young prostitutes represent a generation born into a hard and 
short life in poverty, while they o� er their own take about a pos-
sible future - and in one example also a look at deeply disturbing 
and symbol-laden visions of the end of the world. With ‘Another 
Planet’, the Hungarian director Ferenc Moldoványi has lived up to 
his neck-breakingly ambitious project with a virtuous hand - and 
has created an intensely up-close � lm from a planet, which we 
seriously end up wishing was not our own. “

“A disquieting sense of shame pervades the cinema following 
the screening of Ferenc Moldoványi’s extraordinary � lm titled 
“Another Planet”, which guides us through the unspeakably hell-
ish everyday life of little boys and girls, living in various parts 
of the world, in a way that there is not one single shot less or 
no sequence of narration more than necessary... The stories 
follow each-other on the screen like a nightmare with no end. 
What we see is not an imaginary planet born in the sick mind of 
some monster. It is our planet and our times. Only such masterly 
and moderate kind of � lm direction can move the audience to 
introspection and set them thinking instead of feeling nausea. 
Moldoványi is able to make a sublime � lm out of the raw-ma-
terial of horror and he raises his documentary to the heights of 
an essay when inserting a Tarahumara ceremony into his � lm 
performed in honour of a new-born child to whom the shaman 
wishes that God bless him with many a good days to come. ”

 Rafael Vega – Norte Castilla

“...Few things can more delight festival and � lm directors than 
full houses on the Saturday for such diverse selections, such as 
Another Planet, Ferenc Moldovanyi’s docu-poem on the su� er-
ing little children in some not-so-remote corners of our world, 
a production lovingly crafted  over � ve years which brought 
tears to the eyes of some viewers, watching the piteous spec-
tacle of under-age prostitutes or tiny-but not  at all toy-soldiers 
conscripted in the Congo, somehow facing up to their fates with 
an unsettling  matter-of.-factness. The Budapest-based director 
was returning to Mannheim after presenting a short � lm here  a 

number of years ago, with a rare documentary selected for the 
International Competition and which was shot literally around 
the globe. It topped the poll of the critics published in the bi-
lingual festival paper. “

Phillip Bergson – Festival21.com

 “…By far, the most impressive competition entry at Mannhe-
im-Heidelberg was Ferenc Moldovanyi’s Masik bolygo (Another 
Planet), awarded the Special Jury Prize. The only documentary 
contending for top honors, Another Planet was seven years in 
planning and four years in making. Together with ace cinema-
tographer Tibor Mathé, Ferenc Moldovanyi chronicles the “hid-
den face of our planet” – namely, the plight of children in Ec-
uador, Cambodia, and the Congo, whose lives are badly scarred 
by circumstances beyond their control. As much � ction as docu-
mentary, the � lm’s power is generated from recorded testimony 
with the children, which is then used as overtalk in depicting 
their deplorable fate as soldiers, laborers, and prostitutes.”

By Ron Holloway KINO 

(...)”I want you to come with me on a tour round this wonderful 
world, where many children live in total misery. The child soldier, 
the shoeshine boy, the child prostitute who was raped when she 
was 8 (!), the girl who sells chewing gum in the street, the scav-
enger. And so on. They give us their dreams. They give us their 
daily life. We watch it, feel ashamed, depressed, at the same 
time as we feel that we must believe that a change could hap-
pen. If the energy of these � ne children could be transformed 
into something positive. If...  Moldoványi, one of the most 
ambitious documentary directors that I know about, has made 
another unique � lm.”

Tue Steen Müller –  Filmkommentaren

“If you’re searching for a � lm which provides living, breathing 
representatives of the humanistic articles occasionally featured 
in magazines such as National Geographic, representatives  who 
stoically endure spiritual, cultural, familial, and social helpless-
ness, with the patience of Job, and the resignation of Hephaes-

tus, Another Planet is mandatory viewing, a stunning, cinematic 
triumph, whose existence is the product of Moldoványi’s unwa-
vering commitment. The footage is exceptional and as impres-
sive as Herzog’s best work in terms of seemingly insurmountable 
production obstacles overcome. Flames surround these children 
constantly, and they can’t stop in order to spot their source, nor 
seek political means which would see them doused.”

   World Film Festival, Montréal – Blog

 “Ferenc Moldoványi’s work belongs to the category of important 
� lms. It is the kind of work that is important both locally and 
globally and it talks clearly to all the people on our Planet cross-
ing all cultural borders. It will not draw conclusions instead of 
the viewer and it will not judge. It “only” shows.” 

Nóra Szabó – Terasz

“Director Ferenc Moldoványi, cinematographer Tibor Máthé and 
composer Tibor Szemző rely on the most noble traditions of 
docu-� ction making moreover they open up new dimensions for 
the genre.  The great merit of  “Another Planet” is that it is sound 
in its ideology but it stands strong as a � lm too. It is hard to es-
cape its in� uence because it may tell faraway stories we cannot 
escape self-examination.”

Anikó  Gorácz – Filmvilág

“Ferenc Moldoványi follows the surreal stages of defenceless-
ness with his young, under-age protagonists who do not rebel 
but yield to their fate with eyes wide open though.  In the Spring 
of 2000 the director made a harrowing � lm about Albanian and 
Serb children in Kosovo. With “Another Planet” he went further, 
geographically and morally as well. It is hard to disregard the 
� lm and Tibor Máthé the cinematographer and Tibor Szemző the 
composer of the soundtrack both have an important role in this. 
They present us with a � lm free of false e� ects but full of ques-
tions and of great power, which contradicts all, which we had in 
our minds about the humane mentality so far.”

László Szabó G.  – Új Szó

“It is a fact that “the income of the two richest men in the world 
equals the GDP of more than 40 countries in the world or that 
out of the 6 billion people living on our Planet 3 billion subsist 
on less than 1 USD per day..” Not all is lost however until � lms 
like that of Ferenc Moldoványi’s are made, maybe... ”  

Judit Vajda- Hungarian� lm
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